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More "Copperheadism."
rl ,-.: | as to be

..-1 v. orld" accuses

ire fail to
I.> r-miir.cnt merit

1. sayt
rttll It! con-

m relations
, ! y war. That is

.-sumos that
debarred from

the kir.il of diplomacy which
eeded in mak-

... ise the
critic '¦'. i go policy «aril]

vith it that the diplomacy which
I has been in itself

s-sjsjoeiei of

We l.now a good deal loss about Cop¬
io "The World" doe?. In

War .mis the chief organ of
in this city. If we were

Itlciass of the gov¬
ernment which might give aid and com-

would be inad
re not at war. Whatever the

foreign pol-
the biggest Isaoe In the

If that policy has
.t.the only p

the circumstances, a* "The
the issue ought to he wol-

.'emooratic party, which is
!r. Wilson.

": "But what is the
ho have criticised Mr. Wil-

Is the view
upon diplomatic r.ego-

tlatk ghta which should
n upheld by blood and iron?"

That flatly misrepresents the issue, as The
Tribune pointed out on Saturday last. The
'. dent's critics do not attack him bs>
2_ .. relied on diplomatic negotiations

n American rights. He didn't
confire hin elf to mere diplomacy. Ho

Imentod with "blood and iron"
at Vira ( r is, Yet if he had maintained

rights, either by diplomacy or

iron." there would be DO

policy to-day except from

The etnent drawn against his
that it did not maintain rijrhts

«ither by note-writing or by acts of vio-
. like the seizure of Mexico's chief sea-

y has become a reproach.
I was either diplomatic or

tee it was at times belligerent, but
ere, vacillating and

had DO purpose er.cept to
¦- and to delay définit«

never accomplished any-
"cauBO it never meant what

aid.
In Mexico our diplomacy should have

but one aim.to protect American
property. But that aim was

: the outset to the f-ide is-
i ue « H .erta. Then another

-vened.the restoration of
to the tubmerped peons.
fall there was a sudden

ute non-inttrfcr-
l while they

termine their own form
Finally ¦ i i a interfer-

*ne purpoee of
rement from the

I'rvvisional Pn I failing, Car-
la was recogí i z«-il.

Bat al] . «mericane were beinp
\merican property was be-
N'>t a hand was lifted to

while blood was

¦.'ins amount of energy
m d in trying to regu-

Ife-ti aa pol
la il lism to bay that the

V< '. net-M r

i ot restrained within the
Í- maey, was a complet« and

rsaaaj is concerned, it is
i uaBy pay that no American
tan criticise Mr. Wilson's activities with-
< ;t being either a cowardly Copperhead or

;vocate of war. The United State* is

eking war; neither can it run swiiy
r ," .

___«_ interests

t a attacked. If tho Democratic party
a p »licy whose only test

tag \sar at any cost,

Bryan Is sJ l<-ader, not Mr.

ion.
!,,ng a« ' States pursues

hiatoi
ncati citizens and d»'-

t-ndi' | rights, tho i-xue of war

. reot entirely in its hands.
bjeet to attack by those who

and even Mr. Wilson has

ui<l that such aa attack may come at any
'it.

V*. I .,. - t Mi. Wilson's Gar«
that it Im

i,or has it

ailed the powibility of war. '!..«.

resiiî- ''"''' put the roun-

y into that eondition of military securttj
which it ejo-ald feel no boaltatloi. about.
lasting «Cmerican honor and interest«,
itsreor the ooteotne. He ha« left the na-¡

_t«.Uiirni-a_. _____ vwiUng notes to'

the;
...

in than, wera to I up I j

Th«- people .

a*ant wai Bui
stei

have looked for a p«
I of the ¥ Kài\ irai

rj Dead >. i
v in

a .tli honor N

whether ;'

S Willi tin
mrnt that if w« sito going to

while Im.i must ac

w .; macy witl
as 1 . '.>

fu«-p ta> believe tl si i ing the b)
«rar (whii h no diplomacy

t any other dip«
i .''1 ha\c rani'

4r, Wilson'l it»»»:r;ir-
preparedm

shifl irning abro
If it i« Copperhea »ndemn the

y for iowerinj n près
and belittling Ameri

the President and his «upportera make nil
i1 « y «rant to of that terrible accusation in
ths j ros« and on the stump.

Not Yet Cleared Up.
Mr. shonts has made :i detailed and

smooth explanation of the phrase "com«
ciitmenta ¡md obligations" which ca

light in tli<-' Young-Lane ¦ ¡rai da re¬

garding the contract for third-tracking
the elevated unes. He has denied that
there was any sinister favoritism in his

advocacy of the Stevens contract; he has
testified that Mr. Lane, the chief pro¬
testant apainst it, admitted complete
tidence in his personal integrity, bat
couldn't "say as much about some of your
associates." He has even gone so far a«

to urge the executors of the late Mr. Lane
.to make public any paper- or doct l

ihey may have bearing on this poi
There «till remain certain pointa on

which the Thompson committee mast re

quire further light. One of these ia whj
rs. Lane and Head retired from the

Interborough directorate! after manifest¬
ing their suspicions about the contract
inder consideration. Another

.ants against this contract got the
idea that Mr. Sbonts or M:. S
Mr. Freedman was to benefit personally
by it. Mr. Shonts'a testimony
make the record complete by any tl

Mr. Freedman is dead. Mr. Lai
but something may
papers. Mr. Read» fortunately, is alive,
ami. from the description Mi. Shontl has
given of him, should provide entertaining
testimony. Mr. Young «till haa a story to
tell, undoubtedly.

Mr. Shonta'l explanation of "commit¬
ments and obligations" should be flanked
in the testimony by all the information
the minority at that time in tho Intcr-

borough can give about thta
phrase.

Unjustifiable,
o the most persistent ad

the corporation and the capitalist must

admit that tl me merit in the
argument againsl the Philippini scuttle
made by Mr. ("liarle- M. Swift
of the Philippine Railway «Company. He
represents two enterprises in the i landa,
the Manila Electric Railroad and
Company, which he admits i toll
successful, and the Philippine Railway
Company, a struggling concern. "!
s ." he talla the Committee on Insular

Affair.- of tin' House of Representatives,
"the investment made by myself and asso¬

ciates was in response to invitt
ing from Washington. Not one of tl
who risked his capital would Lav«- taken a

share In cither enterprise if it had been
proposed to launch them on any but
ican soil." But if the scuttle actually oc«

ui'.-¦. the Philippines will no longer be
American «oil, and, Mr. Swift <i<
"our securities will not be worth 10 cents
on the dollar. The result will be tanta¬
mount to confiscation of
their value."

N-i one familiar with conditions in the
Philippines can doubt the truth of that
statement. To exclude the Philippines
from America would be to depredate, if
rot to destroy, every American investment

'there. This is, perhaps, one of the smaller
I hase-' ot the issue, but it i- not un-

worthy of serious consideration. It in-
the good faith of this nation toward

.izens. For months America has
been trembling on the verge of
with Mexico to protect the lives and prop¬
erty oi its citizens in that fort ign country.
If interests of Americana on for-'En sou

isjch paternal rare, what
.interests of Americans oti American soil?
To desert them under pressure of
sity would be bad; to desert them
lessly unjustifiable.

Trousers for Women.
The Rev. l)r. Jame.- B. Norcro -, of the

Shady Avenue Baptist Church. Pittsburgh,
thinks women woul«! be happer In trous¬

ers. "The women I MW In San Fran-
Cisco's Chinatown," he la quoted m re

marking to his audience, "were attired
more sansibly than their Occidental
and they wore something \ery likr
troirers. When God gave folk lag! he
'intended them for use, and if all women

adopted the masculine attire used by Ufe ii
si>t"r:¡ in mountain climbing they \v««uld

tter."
Mr. Harry Lest, Wilson ha-- written

entertainingly on this point in n la'-
of "The Saturday Evening l'ost." He

put« into the mouth of Ma PettengiU some

words of wisdom which the Rev. l»r. Nor«
Tight well ponder. M'Freedom from

sl.irts,' I t-a\s (she «;i? | If.H
Hetty Upton, her protégea), 'is the last

thing \otir BOX \4.mts. Skirt- ia the final
rffuge of linmode-ty, to which women »will
clipg like grim death. They will do any

possible thing to a shift slit it, thin it,
«horten it, hike it up one mie people are

settin«: up nights right now thinking up

.il to .' but aromen
rive it up and dress modestly h«. men

the only uui.iir iirmr they
v. ith the men.' "...

Whi -i the Pittsburgh divine to

t «women seek physical comfort
it is comfort of mind they are

that ran i ..me 01 ly U ith the
. . ,1 they «rear is rraatini

the int. . i'i«"1 Impression. Bqueexed Into
of ri I i aeróte, le

m i¡ helpless in i arrow skirts, thrir feet
d in tight shoes, they can >et re-

¦. antly happy, conscious of profit¬
ai.:.' Tin 4 for them is the

thai eth sll unden tending, «11
:¡rig.

"Little Navy" Psychology.
'i he uspi ¦:..!: | that not a few

oppose
the growth of the navy through j«

S impoi tence of anything
which tl totally ignorant.

le, the Hon. John R. Con
Kai .i new member of the

\-' tii Committee of the House.
onnelly wrote a constituent not long

ago that should the United States be in-
bitentS v{ the Atlantic :-ea-

board could retire behind the Allegbeniesl
and those of the Pacific Coast behind the

d live out their lives in perfect
security. More recently still, at a comniit-

raring, he inquired of Rear Admiral
(¡rant, commander of the submarine flo-

:f torpedo boat destin ; .¦. «rere in-
1 to chase and de troy torpedoes.

Now, at home in Colby, Kan., Editor
lly lias a certain reputation to main¬

tain. There are fellow townsmen there
n observing him about to enter the

editorial offices of "The Colby Free Press"
en to exclaiming! "There goes John'

Connelly.what he don't know ain't worth'
knowinV It seems only natural and hu-'
¡nan, therefore, that Mr. Connelly should
maintain a bearish attitude toward things
naval. The navy to him belongs in the

ry of things that "ain't worth
'." and he would keep it in its

place.
Repn ve Oscar Callaway, of ro¬

manche, Tex., is another new member of
the Naval Affairs Committee whose feel«

,; of Mr. Connelly, only Mr.
Callaway likes to make interesting nava'

ich as that battleships
should carry submarines lashed to their

. e of battle and that they
I fight head on rather than broad¬

side t .If only the navy might
-i of prairie schooners, what

these gentlemen would be-
¡: then, nt' course, their peculiar
fur membership on the Naval Af-

n ittee would be at an end.

For the Suppression of Bad Art.
Men of fastidious taste are beginri' -

-how signs of uneasine-s at the prospect
of an explosion of art when hostilities are

over, and so conscious are they in England
"f the dreadful consequence! of unpre-
paredne ;-- for war that a few of the choicer
spirits have already bar.de«! them* Ivei in

mined effort to provide against the
of ] ace.

The <i\ic Art A ation might have
been founded at any time, its avowed ob¬
jecta being to promote th<- use of arts and

for all sorts of civic purposes and
ppoii all efforts to beautify cities.
ami villages by the employment of

.- and craftsmen. But in establish-
ing it now while th«- war i; in full »tyring
the promoters are fully conscious of the

ir danger.- thai threaten the
illages of their native land.

foresee the great demand there will
ii.i moríala of all snrts, and, ;,- tin

Lord Mayor of London observed in the
i-ouise of the inaugural addie-.-, "the verj

that the country might suffer. BS in
t. from a multiplication of memo¬

rials which were ugly, trivial and common¬

place wa- enough to fill them with shame
and alarm."

Lord Beauchamp, one of the founders,
intimated that they were not «oncerned
merely with local and parochial affairs.
Among the monuments to be expected was

the undying gratitude of
,i to France, and it would hardl*
tu have this done in the peri'ur ¡torj

ordinary English monument.
England is so loaded with eyesores already
that if the Civic Art Association can do
anything to regulate the inevitable de¬
mand for national, regimental and per
sonal memorials it will earn the gratitude
of future generations. If it cannot do
much h the way of creation, it may,
nevertheless, justify its exi.-'enec by

. Dsy, af Syracuse t aiveraity, m

referring tu tir« movement for preparedness,
«ayai "'¡. «us svsrdoas ¡ti Kurope, and it
should teach Bl a pnive lesson." Th« |S04

.- I« evidently sa« of tho«e who believe
the pun should be minrhtier than the sword.

'Jin* raptar« of Lrtenim pales before thst
of Ignattoa T. T. Lincoln In the opinion of
the esptive.

(Vy of Huai. Pfr-rmKl. -Heail:''.«.

How the Kuisians must have hreakfa-ted!

Luxury.
.' becomes us now, when burns

Our Mother world, in fiddles and in wine
fritter OUT lllgh birthright! What
divii

Spark left in us now? What man dis¬
cerns

The grandeur of tho good old time« or

h arns

Aught jjood of us? Our gifts are noble,
tine;

Vet Man may give and gobble with the
¦wine,

Blind to (¡oil's «word, hi« own ancestral
urn* 1

.Luxury in her thousand landauleta,
Setena in cushions, i« full fair to see;

But WS of old have known her ami her net-

Ignoble to enslave whom God made free!
God help 'he fallen nation that forgets
She is tho death-bed of Democracy!

EARL SIMO.NSON.

DISPUTED 'PHONE BILLS

A Grievance of Subscribers Called
to Senator Thompson's Attention.
i,. the Editor sf 1 he 11 Is ¦¦¦.r-

Bin I have been n SlosS render ef 'he

latiea of the Tl
¦. .fairs o( » certain

I .m s citizen, a tSSOeyei SI i '

,.f three pros si Bi '

ran deetoi y regs
i thai l «mal bava a eertaln

at of good sense sad '¦'' '"

ready to «bule by the lawe and n I
... and S'ii*» ef Nee 1

nais nr..! eerpoiationa Bal v end
Arm.« i,-heve there i«. one rorpoi the
\. J ..', rstepaoac Campai r, I il

ting ssray .«ith financial «sorder sa its
bers.

You enter into « eoatrad erttli ' ' tele
phone company, accepting centrad '

-.h.it you know will COTCI yooi prop
riaees, h« you buy snything else necea

rar« for your bosinsss. l'os receive ..

si . for your contract propel
i 0. K. Hut In th» :¦ "¦ tin5

aient every month i« n "little joker1
foi extra calla Ht Bra eents each. baea

llj h iked for an It»
d extra cal i, not even contra« ted eall

bring u«ed, srcording to n.y record, kept in

each «tor«. Th« company rofasoi to tend the
itemised statement, saying ,!"'' ,!l" peeellai
rnethani«m of their register make» n impos¬
sible to render itemised statements to sub
,' bers. In other words, ths register only
keep books one way, thel

i i hs New fork TtU one I tap my M
more imports !e to ( anonlty than the

El ctric.
.,. i« i,-.- eoi died by law to

meten with lastractlona for reading «ame

te un icribers, snd I he te ephoi i

gets «wny with the cry, "Meten nr re,- ten
.ire too expensive. \. i nre impregnable; we

ire complete; you mint pay for the extra
call« or we will discontinus the service,"
arhich they do after SCCepting payment for
regular contract service,

I took thin mHtter up with the Becond Dis¬
trict Pnblic Sen-ire Commlsaion, snd the
letter I received from them would indicate
thai they were entirely helpless. They ha I
received and seemed to have learned b)
the POOS tele;,hone company's side
story.

\ prominent lawyer ii this neighborhood
mude mi issue with them on this mattet

sgo, and thej qoit cold, saying,
how many <\tra rails ,',1 ron thin!
He paid, "None," and they settled on that

Controller Travis made the \'ew York ren¬
trai Railroad render itemized statement of
Governor Whitman, trip te Bas Francisco
fair, is ths Mew York Telephone Company

¦;-,t than the New fork Centi Rail
road" WILL J. Olli I.RN.
N m York. Ft!.. 15, 1916.

"We Want Roosevelt."
sf Ths Tribaae.

Sir: The fa BS, the two pol i. I
nil into the obscurity from which they

sprung, and those ivho are determined to i

sist the obfioai are BOW supporting: Charle*
E, Hughes for the Ropablicaa nomination.

While yielding to no one in my admiration
for Justice HagBOO, I fail to sec what qualiti-;
eatiOBS he possesses for the Presidency in
the«e troubled times. fndoubted'.y from thel
politicisn'i itandnoint be would n.aka ar.'
ideal candidate. Baring expressed no

-. ;;,il ¡«sues ef the day he hn» satagO*
sised no one, rrnd lo would he ell things to
all hut.. The hyphenated elemi nt would
port him sa a prote -¦

word i-, ths «Yilsontaa notei to Germany,
while » are ted with an sdmin-
iltration which has not hesitated to «ai
the nation's honor to partisan advaatage
would anpport l.im in hope oi ,. ehaage of
policy.

Bot the import.,.,' question is what kind
of a President would be make? Dies he be¬
lieve In effective preparedne !'". he be¬
lieve in a rigorooi foreign policy? And if he

elii '¦ ba i.e tha seal itiea ol leader-
ind stateamanahip to ersed
si snd effective 1 rhere is no certainty

and I mbmit that thii la so
time for experii.it «Vs should Is
"ie bai .-.¦-. ba Rep dldate

be a leader of known views an I a »tate.»-
man <¦.. proved rapacity. I outage and wisdom
of ths highest order will be required ol oui
Prasident if the problems which thi
ytara will bring are to be solved sright
Those of us who believe in the old Anieri-
inl m which was not "too proud to fight"

and who wish our country to regain the place
among the nations which it held un March -t
1909, have no doubt as to who our next Presi¬
dent hould be. For us Representative (lard
i,er has spoken: "We are tired of VagUC
¦tatémente and beating around the bush. We
vaut Roosevelt for President."

JOBN FRANCIS CURRAN.
New York. Feb. II, 1916,

Ecclesia Militans.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

tvr: Over a year ugo the Bishop of Lon¬
don compared the world war to a fuir and
square f.(_-ht between spirited schoolboy«, an I
England and Germany to the two champion
fighters. "When the fight is over," observe.!
hil lordship, "we shall shake hands again and
be all the better triends." When I held oftice
at (.ueen'á College, I,ondon, with which
Blahop Ingrain is closely associated, he was
revered by all students, who sre COI
of many nationalities. They loved him for
his personal charm and excellent qi
of ciicracter, and r.ot the least for thut rare

M of insular prejudice which ho hod
ed to merge la that higher patriotism

which voices aid un« rors the Christian spirit
r ay sympathy,

liishop Inpram served ss s chaplain with
¦the British force« in France, and the horrors
of war are apt to engender bitter feelings in
¡the best of us. Germsn snd Turkish news¬
paper critics should, therefore, not be too
severe on the kindly prelate because he re¬
cently rebuked the enemies of his land for
"killing chivalrous warfare." The remark
would certainly have better been unsaid,
¡since It I« the supreme task of the Christian

'n preñarte i,".>,i will between the bot¬
st peoples ra'her than add fresh cuts

to the bleeding »ounds.
ERNEST P. BORRWLTZ.

New York. Feb. 10, l?l*1.

"Less Heroic than Habitual."
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Th« bs«ie difference between Wood-
row Wilson snd Roosevelt is that of the at¬

mosphere« in which they hare hsd their be-

¡ing. T. R. has slwsys hsd U< "msks good";
Woodrow tsught ichool.
Now lhat the current hss set in for the

country's big msn, torn« of the Republican
"leaders" who were out of town snd sre

yet) »hen the Germans attacked us, but were

always there when Mexico was mentioned
(unlike T. It. they lack the courage to sug
gset si iaterveatioa) are willing te compro-
'i.;»e II and name a I*rogre4-re Republican
unices Hughes will «are them.
Any well trounced man will compromise

unless he'» a hero. And the G. O. I*. "lead¬
ers" are less heroic thsn habitual.

Brooklyn. Feb. 13. 191«. A. A. G.

PAYING THE PRICE
Ihr i lumUiating Condition to Which President Wilson's Policy Has Brought

the United States.Still More to Pay in the i~uture.The
Danger of War Is Not Averted.

Ti) the Editer of The Tribune.
Sir: Many of our people continue to con¬

gratulate themselves on tho fact that we

have been kept out of the war. Few seem

to give heed to the price that wo have paid
for gecuring that pr''-ileg<» Some of '.is b»
liars it to be f.ir irrealer than any «r« «hoald
have been called upon to nay ha I we taker.

ik of beiag drawn into th«» conflict be-
af standing firmly l'or what we knew

to be th« morn, right of nation«, iBBtesd of
the present

government has doB« IB Consistently.
What is the price we have paid? It is to

have BCOjBired the enmity of th.p most pow¬
erful ciilitary despotism "n earth and lost
the friendship and gained the contempt of
IVSry other r.ation. Doe« any one belie.«
.hat to have dono these things is to have
averted the danger ()f war? No one who
uses his mind cm think s.
No one will deny the truth of the follow-

irg statements: International law and treaty
right« v.«i«. «elf-confas«cdly «st at naught
eben Germany invaded Belgium. The people

laat-naoisd country, civil us well a;

'military, were treated by the Germans with
.i erualty never surpassed in the warfare of

Oar BWB psopl« hav« been killed while
(travelling on peaceful errands on uñarme«!
Merchant, vessels, some of which have been
sailing under our own flag, some of them un

«.er that of one or another of tho countries
;,t war with Germany.
An underground warfare has been carried

en Lb our own territory by agents of Ger¬
many, in the course of which some of our

.people have lost their lives and the property
of other« las been destroyed.
To add to the significan«« of these crimes,

in so far as they relate to the attitude of
our govemm«?nt, our women have been out¬

raged and our men killed in Mexico with im¬
punity ever since this administrator has
been in office.
What has the government of the United

States done In tho face of these crimes?
Nothing! Nothing of a decisive nature!
Nothing that promises their cessation!

l'util atghteea months after the beginning
of the war the President routined his activi-

¦tres to the writing of diplomatic letters, no»
a« word of the ilemamls contained in which

h« taken any b:^íh ii make operative
!'. i.i«, counselled us "to maintain our

"t«> think neutrally" which is to say
to think not at all. He has told us "that i

SB may be too preatî '" tight," when his
own people w^re being killed before his SySS.
He ha- informed us that "this country has
nothing to do with the war" a war in which
every national ideal, every free institution
in which the very roots of our national lift
are planted, is being attacked and threat¬
ened with extinction by the greatest military
despotism on earth, and defended by the
peoples of the countries whi hold dear the
Mime principles of human liberty as we hav«
«taray« held dear; a war in which, should

«ay be the victor, our own rat oral ex

Vonld very presently b<» exposed tB
her attack. And we are told that this war

ha« nothing to do with us by the man who
t the hsa «tetes arl a, whetevei

elaa he may Lack, is not defective In kr.owl-
j.-.- of the world'« biatety and cannot claim

ignorance as an excuse.

Thus Lave passed the first eighteen month»
of the war, so far as we are concerned-

in condoning the smashing to bits of
international law; in condoning the murder
of our own people on the high seas and in
Malice, and in allowing to gather headway
the underground warfare conducted on our

territory by the agents of Germany, who
.. added to the items of the list of our

deal and of our properties destroye«l.
«SS)Ch for the time until Congress as-

.enabled. Then at last th« President awake,
to the fact that more and more of our people
IN BS longer willing, out of respect for his

te rCBtaia lileat and patient under the
urnination to which he has subjected them

BJ thi« «SUIS« of evading all moral re<pon-
laibilitv, and rom.-s to the realization that ha
is invitmjr disaster and defeat for himself
and his political associate» at the next elec¬
tion If b« »loes not adopt a new on«, bo h«

makes a flying trip to the Middle West, an

there exploits ui his own view, those he hî
borrowed from bis polit.cal opponents.
After eighteen months of absolutely nei

'ecting all means of national defence, u

find him new loudly proclaiming the imm<
Hate and pressing nece.-sity ot «upplyin
them. We see hir.i employing his pel

VS poweri of speech, which are beyon
question great, in giving voice to principle
that ha has utterly diaragarded until nov

lad which he ihoold haVS voiced at the VST

issariag the peopl
that he has the honor of the country t

which his every act has proved hid indil
Cerones hitherto st heart before all else.

In the course of his speeches he does no

however, hesitate to contradict his past sc

lions and even his immediately precedin
Ii with a fins disregard of their lignil

canee. Ha layi on one occasion, "The coun

try may be involved in war at any time," bu
in the next breath he tells us that nothin.
new has arisen which gives him cause fo
this especial anxiety to-day. Yet again, i
close juxtaposition, we are informed that th

ition is not .'. li.it it wa» ¦ year ago. Jus
which one of these contradictory statement
ba would have us believe it il impossible t

lay, bot we all know, and he knows as well
that ths lituation is to-day what it has beei
from the first day of the war. There ha
been no change. International law has no

been repaired at the hands of those wh
-mushed it to pieces. The- murder of ou

people has not leen disavowed. Outrage
continue to be perpetrated upon- us in Mex
ico. Underground warfare continues here oi

American soil.
Rut there is one thing that has changed

it is a change that has taken place here a

home, and it Is the only one in the situation
It is that the Presidents failures to act am

his acts have, little by little, come home t<

'.he understanding of the people. They havi
leased to "think neutrally," to bo dummiei
in hia hand-'. And it has become eviden
that he is to go down along with his asso¬

ciates in disgrace if he maintains the cours«

he has thus far followed. Hence this sud
¡den change of front concerning national de
Cenes and other fuctors of the situation.
Hut even in this, lus latest chantre of front

the utter lack of sincerity or reliability ha-
been clearly shown when put to the very first
fe>t; for when the plan which emanated frorr
bis Secretary of War, and which he has beei
1< udly supporting in his tour in the West, ii
attacked by a committee of Congress he im
mediately abandons his stand taken within
a few days preceding, and allow« the strong
i»t man in Ins Cabinet to re»ign, the latter
not being able to countenance further a vacil¬
lating lack of policy.

Will those who are always clamoring that
ignoble phrase, "Safety t'.rst,"' point ou'
wherein safety has been secured by the
course taken by our government? Kept ui

lout of war? Why, it has done its very best
to involve us in war. For it has nvide the
country appear like a schoolboy who is for¬
ever trying to escape an attack by one or

more of his fellows by slipping through
every and «ny svenue of escape that he can

ilnd. That is what the President has made
'the world believe that this country has been
busily occupied In doing durii.g this war.

«The has ever known of a schoolboy who
followed this line of conduct who was no'

"picked on" by all hi.» schoolmates? So, too,
¦will it be with this cout.try, which the Pres¬

ent has placed in precisely the same Posi¬
tion.
Perhaps it may be pertinent to ssk, in con

¡eluding this letter: Just how do thoss who
have lent their enthusiastic support to the
policy of the President formerly, when it
<"as absolutely opposed to what he says hi»
present attitude is, reconcile their support of
him now with that which they formerly gare
to him? FRANCIS S. WATSON.

Ro-ton, Mass., Feb. 13, 1916.

The New Freedom at Sea.
To the UK** of The Tribune.

Sir: Can you or snv «ane person explain
how a rule that merchant ship» should be

j compelled to stop snd be sesrehed and tor-
Ipedoed at the will of any German submarine
/commander would make for the "freedom of
I the «ess"? It does not »ound to me like any
kind of "freedom." E D M I
Now York. Feb. 14. 191«.

'

"A TRULY BRITISH SUCCESS"

Opinions on Britain's Failure to

Cope with Germany's Publicity.
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Regard ng your able ed orial in The
Tribune of to-day I fanc> that you misap¬
prehend the British sttitule in the prem¬
ises. I imagine that my own opinion of th»
American people is largely the opinion of
the British generally, and we think that th«
Americans are very much lib oonelvst snd
would resent any attempt on the part of «

foreign potentalo or agency to ir.fljer.M
American «pinion by il«. In¬
stance: the mo4t powerful campaign matt«
in favor of the Cor.-. ia th«
last Canadian election wer« th« Hearst
papers, with their «diteriels in favor of reci¬

procity, freely circulated through Canada.
The Americans are very well informed si

to the major issue in this war, and the
American ner.se of perspective will scarce¬

ly permit American opinion to be led astray
by a red herring dragged across the trail
in the shape of freedom of the seas, how¬
ever the German statesmen may re.terat«
the cry.
Nor will American common si-r.se fail to

understand that in throttling German com¬

merce there will be accidental and t*ttt>
r.mes necessary interference with neutra1
trade, but the flight disadvantage to Ameri¬
can interest «rill be overbalance«! by th«
triumph of those principles of BBlvcraal l.b-
erty for which the American peopio har*
always stood.

In .1 matter of this kind I fancy that
American common sense needs no instruc¬
tion from either England or German'..

H. B. BETHEBINGTON.
New York. Feb. 15, 19K>.

Not a Fire Eater.

¡To the Edi, re of The Tribune.
Sir: In ..-ovr editorial "The Issue." Ilk«

¡many of its predecessors, you constantly re¬

peat your dissatisfaction with what Wilton
has done because of the violation of Bel¬
gium's neutnlity and the sinking of the Lo-
sitar.ia by th. Germans. As far as I SM g«

you cunningly omit to propose what you want

us to do
Should you now propose a «tep or mot«

in any direc ion please be sure to add to H
the advantage which you expect the L'niteJ
States mot you alone) to derive. That is
very important.
My idea :s that because a very few persons

in the Halted States are waxing fat by sell¬
ing war materials, etc., to the English allies,
the balance of the American people must be
the servants also of the Engli-h allies an«!
do as they are told.

I fail to timl any important instance where
the English allie? have sustained any protest
or claim which we as neutrals made for our-

. lves relative to our right.-* under treatie".
conventions, international law, etc.
A true blue American, but not a fire eater.

JIT.ES CHCTAK, JR.
New York, Feb. 16, 1916.

"Italy and Serbia."
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: You will greatly oblige me if you Sfttl
publish la your columns to morrow the M
lowing declaration

In the letter written by Mr». I i Kay, sad
published on the 18th inst. in The Tribune,
under the heading "Italy and Serbia," I ace« I'*
responsibility only for that part which ha*
been published in inverted commas, anil Bfhish
was really written by me. The statement
made by that lady purporting to b« a conver¬
sation held with me does not exprciS my
\iews in »ny /ay.

( IIEDDO MIYATOVICH,
Former Serbian Minister In England.

Washington, D. ('., Feb. ti, 1913.

Should Be Read by British
To the E«litor of The Tribune.

Sir: Let me thank >ou for to\.r S«SS
rabie leading articlo in to-da>'.- issue. It II
one of many illuminating editorials written
by >ou since the beginning of the Great
War. Would to heaven it might be read by
soin« of my British compatriots with power ,

to doa snd not merely to «ay! It will not be
my fault if It is not

R. C. KATUBORNr.
K«w York. Feb. 15. t«l«L


